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Today most people have and use more than one computer device that can connect to the internet. Smart phones (such as the iPhone), tablets, laptops, and desktops all LOVE the internet. In fact, most of these devices try to connect to the internet automatically. In this article we will look at how you can easily determine the answer to that all important question: Am I connected to the internet?

In the old days of ancient history, people connected their computers to a network (which could have been a private network) with a wire connection (telephone or private lines) perhaps using a telephone modem. Do you remember those telephone modems with the two rubber cups to hold the handset? Ah, those were the days when carrier pigeons were faster! But enough of days gone by.

Today the access to the internet is mostly wireless and devices can be connected to it in different ways. One easy way to see if you have internet access regardless of the device you are using is to try to go to a web page. If you can, the web page will display and you know you have access. If not, you should see a message on your screen that tells you there was a problem.

If you are using a smart phone or a tablet device, you may have a model that can use the cellular phone network to access the internet. This may work just fine, but be aware that you will be using your “minutes” or “bits” which will be billed to your cellular phone bill. I recommend that you only use the cellular network to access the internet when no 
other means are available.

There are two icons that seem to be universal for indicating that you are connected to the internet – a small bar graph or an “eyebrow” icon. In either case, the more “bars” you have on the bar graph or the more “eyebrows” you have, the stronger the internet signal. You should know where to find these small icons on the screen of your device, usually in a corner. You should know how to get to the “settings” option on your device and there will probably be a setting option that deals with the internet and will show you if you are connected.

Many portable devices (laptops, tablets, smart-phones) are constantly searching for a wireless internet connection. Say you went to a restaurant and wanted to get on the internet. You would look at your device’s icon and see that you had no internet signal or a “not connected” message. So you would ask an employee of the restaurant for instructions on how to get connected. They would reply with the NAME of their Wi-Fi network and a PASSWORD (if required). Go to the “settings” option on your device and select the wireless network option. You will probably see a list of all the Wi-Fi networks within range of your device. Although you could try to connect using any of the networks found, you probably want to use the network name given to you by the employee. 
Naturally that network should have the strongest signal and be at the top of your list. Select that network and you will be prompted for the password (if needed). Entering the password should get your connection. The nice thing about this is that the next time you return to that restaurant your device may connect automatically without you having to do anything. That is unless, of course, they changed their password.

If you have a problem understanding this for your device, go to Google (on the internet, of course) and ask Google “How do I connect my iPhone to a Wi-Fi network”, or “How do I know I am connected to the internet on my Toshiba laptop?” etc. Try to be as specific with your device name as possible. It’s nice to know if you are connected and what to do if you are not.
